
Middleridge Civic 

Association 

By Mary Vader Maten, 

MCA President 

I hope you all had a won-

derful Thanksgiving with 

family/friends.  We've had 

amazingly warm weather; 

my camellias are blooming 

now instead of in January. 

The good weather has 

been great for raking 

leaves; wow, someday we 

should count all of the bags 

of leaves along curbs in 

Middleridge.  Thanks for 

cleaning along your curbs - 

when wet, those leaves are 

very slippery and treacher-

ous.  I've been trying to 

think of a way to get a 

truck to come through on 

one day, taking payment 

from willing houses 

as it goes, to slurp 

up leaves.  Maybe 

we can try that next 

year. 

Speaking of dan-

gerous conditions, a 

continuing concern 

(and the one I get 

the most calls and 

emails about) is the speed-

ing in our neighbor-

hood.  Many people were 

distressed by the speeding 

cars on Halloween night, 

when our children were out 

trick or treating.  Please, 

please, check with all li-

censed members of your 

family - we want to make 

sure each one of us slows 

down for careful 

driving in Mid-

dleridge. 

And now comes 

the fun time 

when we get to 

enjoy creative 

holiday decora-

tions on Mid-

dleridge 

homes.  You can check the 

website for previous deco-

ration winners, and for the 

categories and contest rules 

(you must be a member to 

win, and it's never too late 

to join!).  Judging is Satur-

day, December 17, with 
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Found 

“Thanks for 

cleaning along 

your curbs—when 

wet, those 

leaves are very 

slippery and 

treacherous.” 

 

Found a set of Car/House keys on the cor-

ner of Landmark Place and John Turley 

Place.  Car keys appear to belong to a 

Honda Prelude automobile.  If you are 

missing a set of car/house keys, please 

contact Catie or Steve Morales @  

703-278-9313 or catie@callcatie.com to  

retrieve them. 

mailto:catie@callcatie.com
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Middleridge Women’s Club 

 

 

 

Hope you will come for special 
time of celebrating the season, 

and meeting and socializing with 
your neighbors! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS?  Call Shirley 
Plunkett 703-278-8903 

 

 

HOLIDAY PARTY AND  
ORNAMENT EXCHANGE 

 

 

It’s that time of the year - the most 
wonderful time of the year! 

 

 

The MWC will have its traditional 
Holiday Party and Ornament Ex-
change - and will be sending an 

email message with more details. 
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Moments with Mary 

hope it will not be freezing when we 

put those out on Christmas 

Eve.  Whatever your traditions and 

customs, I hope you have a warm 

home and heart for loved ones. 

rain date and Santa's visit on Sunday, 

December 18.  Thanks to the Mid-

dleridge Women's Club for providing 

the candy for Santa this year! 

Sand will be available on Joshua 

Davis Court for luminaries, and I 

(Continued from page 1) 

Middleridge Holiday Lighting Contest 

passed away at a young age], and the 

Judges’ Special Award) for individual 

homes, as well as a Group Award.  It 

is recommended that an MCA mem-

ber (or group) review the rules, deter-

mine which award suites them best, 

and decorate accordingly.  Judges are 

generally previous year winners, who 

are thus ineligible for an award this 

year.  Last year’s winners are encour-

aged to contact Al Obuchowski, 703-

352-1380, to volunteer as judges for 

this year.  Award winners have a sign 

placed in their yard, signifying the 

award.   They are also given a special 

gift from the MCA.   

In addition, there is another contest 

which is conducted online at the MCA 

website.  It is the Community Award 

and all MCA members are eligible to 

select the home they think is the best 

in the neighborhood.   

 Middleridge has been known for its 

beautiful decorations and the judges 

are faced with many potential win-

ners, but this is a great event that 

many anticipate excitedly.  If you 

have any questions concerning the 

contest or its judging, please contact 

Al Obuchowski .  

By Al Obuchowski, Membership Co-

Chair, Middleridge Resident,  

Each year, the Middleridge Civic 

Association (MCA) sponsors a Holiday 

Lighting Contest.  The Rules for the 

contest are posted in this issue of the 

newsletter.  Basically, the judging will 

take place in the evening on Saturday, 

December 17, with a “rain date” of 

Sunday, December 18.  There are four 

award categories (Traditional, Wil-

liamsburg, Scott Wascavage [formerly 

the Wattage award – named in mem-

ory of a neighbor who loved to exten-

sively decorate his home and yard but 

Welcome New Block Captains 

 

Karen Panos is the new Block Captain taking over in Section H44 – Keys Crossing.   Thanks Karen for 

volunteering for MCA.  Thanks to Kristin Gibel who was the block captain for several years. 

  

Sue Wilkinson has volunteered to be the block captain for Section G42 - on Paynes Church Drive tak-

ing over for Donna Malarkey.  Sue,  thanks so much for volunteering for MCA.  Donna has been the 

block captain for many years and we thank her for volunteering her time to the MCA.  
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Thank you  

Terry Upchurch!! 
 

Terry has agreed to coordinate this very special 

community activity.  She is already planning a 

meal in December so check out the  

information in this addition of the newsletter 

and consider volunteering.   
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Middleridge Holiday Lighting Decorations Contest 

Who:  Middleridge and Keys Crossing residents Middleridge Civic Association members only; must have joined before 
October 31). Winners of an award from the previous two years are ineligible for this year's awards but are encouraged 
to participate as judges for the contest. 
  
When:  Saturday, December 17, 2011, 6:00 PM to 10:00 PM. Please have your light displays ready and working during 
these hours if you wish to participate in the judging contest. (Rain date will be Sunday, December 18, 2011). 
  
Judging Categories/Criteria 

 

 
  
Williamsburg Award – Decorations are in the classic Williamsburg style. All lights must be white - no colored lights. May 
use candles, evergreen (real or artificial), ribbons and fruit displays over doorways, windows, etc. Spotlights may be 
used to enhance the appearance of the evergreen or fruit displays. Figures are not included in this display category.  
  
Traditional Award – Lights can be any color, any style and may frame the house, and/or draped over bushes, trees or 
other parts of the yard and home. Figures, like Santa, snowman, deer or other seasonal creatures may be used but not 
to excess. Spotlights may be used to enhance the display.  
 
Scott Wascavage Award (formerly the Wattage Award) – Consists of large, extensive display of colored and/or 
white lights and figures (animated or not). This can include lights on the house, roof, trees, bushes, fences, walkways, 
basketball hoops or other yard features. It is all about volume, with a touch of amazement.  
 

Judges Special Award – Awarded to a home that uses a unique technique to achieve a special decorative, festive holiday 
display. This may include styles or themes that do not quite fit any of the above categories or may be a mixture of sev-
eral categories.  
  
Group Award – Awarded to a group of three or more houses that are similarly decorated and that present a consistent 
look for the Holiday spirit. Any tasteful decorating style can be used. Each house will receive recognition.  
 

Community Award – This is an award that any Middleridge Civic Association (MCA) member home can vote for as de-

serving of special recognition. The award is made to the MCA member house that receives the majority of the votes 

cast. Enter your selection on the MCA website. Voting will close at noon on the day of Holiday Judging. This award will 

also be announced that evening. 

 

[Note: Only active MCA member votes will be counted, with no more than two votes per home. The winner must be an 

MCA member. The Board will assure these requirements are met.] 

 

Prizes – Each category will have one grand prize winner that will receive a lovely holiday gift, compliments of the Mid-

dleridge Civic Association. Group Award winners remain eligible for individual awards. Winners will be notified the night 

of judging and a sign will be placed in the front yard of the winning homes. This information will also be posted at the 

main entrances to Middleridge as well as on the website and the newsletter.  
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Leaf Mulch 

Fairfax County has free leaf mulch available starting in 

November.  Rather than individuals having to go to the 

transfer station or the landfill, I'm trying to arrange for a 

truck load of leaf mulch to be delivered to the neighbor-

hood.  You can use it instead of shredded bark or to enrich 

your gardens.  I'm trying to gauge whether or not there is 

enough interest to do this.  The minimum load is 40 cubic 

yards It would have to be used up so that it wouldn't block 

any storm drains.  Unless you have a pick up truck, you would have to go to the 

park or a cul de sac with some type of container (s) and lug the mulch back to your 

yard.  I figure this would still be faster than making multiple trips to the transfer 

station. Let me know if you would be interested in some of the mulch.  Thanks. 

Carol Pearce pearce_barto@hotmail.com 

PRESCHOOL! THE FIRST 

BIG STEP IN YOUR 

CHILD’S EDUCATION 

 The Burke North MOMS Club 
proudly presents the 11th Annual 

Preschool Fair.  Come and join us on Thursday,  
January 12, 2012 from 10am to 12pm at the Burke 
Volunteer Fire Station located at 9501 Old Burke 

Road in Burke, VA 22015. 

 There will be more than 25 preschools from 
BURKE/FAIRFAX/SPRINGFIELD area in one  

convenient location!    

The fair is FREE and open to the public.  The  
Fairfax County Sheriff’s Department will be on-hand 

providing FREE Child ID cards. 

 For more information please visit  
http://burkemomsnorth.org/ or  

email us at burkemomsclub@onebox.com. 
Angela Garzlaff 

http://burkemomsnorth.org/
mailto:burkemomsclub@onebox.com
mailto:pearce_barto@hotmail.com
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YOUR NEIGHBOR AND RESIDENT FOR OVER 

20 YEARS WOULD LOVE TO WORK FOR YOU IN 

ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS. 

Please… 

feel very comfortable   

stopping by at  

5327 KIPP Court  

with any Real Estate  

questions, or just                 

telephone.                               

I’m here for you ! 

GRI - Graduate Real Estate Institute 

ABR - Accredited Buyer Rep.                                 

E      - Buyer                                                                                     

SHS - Senior Housing Specialist  

 Bogdan Jastrzebski 
Cell:  (703) 509-1608 
Home: (703) 273-8295   

Office:  (703) 573-2600 
Bogdan.J@longandfoster.com 

mailto:Bogdan.J@longandfoster.com
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PRESTIGE LIMOUSINE is your personal Limousine 

 

Family...Job...Homework...Deadlines...Meetings… 

Traffic...Doctor’s appointments… 

Family Gatherings… 

 

STOP! 

Relax and Enjoy Life 

Pick up the phone. 

Book your driver and limo or sedan. 

Let Prestige deal with the traffic and the hassles. 

 

ENJOY THE RIDE 

Owned and operated by Middleridge resident Rory Kelly. 

 

NOTE: Middleridge rates for airport service available upon request. 

 

Office: 703-278-8000   Cell: 703-618-LIMO (5466) 

VA DMV/MCS#PC600, WMATA#1008, MC PSC#3194 
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Neighborhood Watch 

Second, the holiday spirit of giving 

and receiving is excellent but it's im-

portant to break down your boxes 

from those new televisions, appli-

ances, and toys. Putting them out as-

is advertises all of the new items in 

your home and makes it easier for a 

would be thief to target you. 

Lastly, if you are leaving the area 

for the holidays, we recommend stop-

ping your mail, keeping some lights 

on, and letting a neighbor know that 

you will be away. Let people you trust 

know and ask that they keep an eye 

on the house. If you'd like, let 

Neighborhood Watch know and we'll 

try to do the same. Obviously no one 

can guarantee that nothing will hap-

pen to your house, but a watched 

house is better than an unwatched 

house and may assist reporting suspi-

cious activity around you residence. 

Something further for all of Mid-

dleridge, in the past few months, 

we've had an influx of car break-ins 

and an unfortunate case of vandalism. 

As a community, if you hear some-

thing in the middle of night, or see 

unmarked vans or people acting sus-

piciously, don’t hesitate to CALL the 

non-emergency police phone number 

(703-691-2131).  I've called it before 

and the police take every call seri-

ously and appreciate a neighborhood 

that watches out for others. We owe it 

to each other to do this simple service 

if we expect the same in return. Also, 

please remember to always lock your 

car doors, even when they are parked 

in front of your house.  Some of these 

recent break-ins have involved 

unlocked vehicles.  Lastly, please en-

sure that 

nw@middleridgecivicassociation.org is 

marked as a safe address in your 

email address book.  We've had sev-

eral instances of some of the neighbor-

hood watch emails going to people's 

spam boxes.  Thank you.  

Stay safe, stay alert, and have a 

happy and responsible holiday season. 

By Tim Hish, Neighborhood Watch 

Co-Chair, Middleridge Resident 

December brings with it cold 

weather and hot chocolate, gifts and 

cheer, and for some of us, some vaca-

tion visiting family and friends. With 

these things come snow and potential 

accidents, gift boxes for electronics, 

and empty houses. But how do these 

things relate to neighborhood watch? 

Simple: 

First, it's important for all of us to 

watch our speed in the neighborhood. 

Whether you drive a silver BMW Z3 

or silver Honda Odyssey, speeding in 

our neighborhood continues to be an 

issue. Halloween night brought about 

more speeding and complaints of 

speeding than we've heard in a long 

time. For that reason, we're asking all 

of you to slow down. Ice makes the 

roads so much more dangerous so we 

really need to all make the extra effort 

to reduce the speed, stay attentive to 

other cars, and come to complete stops 

at posted signs. 

 

 

 

 

We’ve had many successful Feed the Firefighters events over 

the years.  In August the Burke Volunteer Firefighters joined 

us during Neighborhood Night Out.  They did a wonderful job.  

They will bring Santa through our streets this month.  We’d 

like to thank them for all their hard work.  If you interested 

in assisting with the meal, please contact Terry Upchurch 

for further details and information.   

703.328.1498 or upchurch.terry@gmail.com.   

Thanks for all your help and support! 

mailto:nw@middleridgecivicassociation.org
mailto:upchurch.terry@gmail.com
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Continued on page 14 

Look—Our local Fairfax Station Railroad 

Museum made the list. 
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Continued from page 13 
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Middleridge Civic 

Association 

Middleridge 

Website 

Executive Board 

President—Mary Vander Maten 

Vice President—Rick Jones 

Secretary— Tim Harazin 

Treasurer—Paul Armstrong 

Other MCA Contacts 

Webmaster—Paul Armstrong 

Newsletter Editor—Jessica Summer 

Distribution—Sandy Obuchowski 

Directory Editor—Al & Sandy Obuchowski 

Membership—Al & Sandy Obuchowski 

Neighborhood Watch— Tim Hish & Greg 

Summer 

Community Service—Patricia Yates 

Welcoming Chair—Marian Littleton & 

Meghan Szkutak 

Middleridge Book Club— Shirley Plunkett 

Middleridge Women’s Club—Shirley Plunkett 

www.middleridgecivicassociation.org 

Look for: 

• List of MCA Officers 

• Committee Contacts 

• Photos of Events Past & 

Present 

• Past Newsletter Issues 

• Neighborhood Police Re-

ports 

• Middleridge Map/Street 

Name History 

And much more!!! 

Sign up to be notified every 

time the Website is updated! 

Newsletter Administration 

Business Advertising Rates: 

  Regular Member* 

Full Page  $75 $50  

1/2 Page  $50 $30  

1/4 Page  $30 $20  

1/8 Page  $20 $10  

Classified Ads   $ 5                              

* 2011 Paid MCA Member 

Monthly Deadline for ads and articles: 

25th of the Month 

Checks Payable to:                            

Middleridge Civic Association                      

P.O. Box 208                                              

Fairfax Station, VA 22039 

Email or drop off Ads to Jessica Summer 

(editor@middleridgecivicassociation.org or 

703-934-4881) 

Middleridge Mailing Address 

P.O. Box 208 

Fairfax Station, VA 22039-0208 

2011/2012 MIDDLERIDGE CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

DECEMBER JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH 

Luminary Sand Delivery, 

December 9 

Decoration Contest, 6– 10 

PM December 17 

Middleridge Women’s 

Club, contact Shirley 

Plunkett 

Santa’s Visit, December 18  

Luminary Display,  

December 24 

Directory Delivered with 

Newsletter 

Middleridge Women’s 

Club, contact Shirley 

Plunkett 

Martin Luther King Jr. 

Day, Jan 16 

Executive Board Meeting, 

February 2, 7:30 pm 

President’s Day, February 

20 

Middleridge Women’s 

Club, contact Shirley 

Plunkett 

Executive Board Meeting, 

March 1, 7:30 pm 

Daylight Saving Time 

Begins, March 11 

St. Patrick’s Day, March 

17 

Middleridge Women’s 

Club, contact Shirley 

Plunkett 

Every Month:       

MCA Board Meeting: 1st Thursday of the month Neighborhood Watch: Friday & Saturday nights 

Newsletter Delivery: 5th of the month 
Welcoming: as needed. Please notify Marian Littleton & 
Meghan Szkutak 
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http://www.middleridgecivicassociation.org
mailto:editor@middleridgecivicassociation.orgor703-934-4881
mailto:editor@middleridgecivicassociation.orgor703-934-4881

